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#IRSGforResearch is a call for paper for rubber-related economic research. This award
aims to promote high-quality research on emerging issue in the global rubber sector.
More specifically, #IRSGforResearch seeks to achieve the following objectives:
—

Promote high quality economic and social research on rubber related issues with
emphasis on IRSG thematic focus

—

Engage young economists and researchers in the assessment of socio-economic
issues affecting the rubber sector globally

—

Generate innovative approaches to address development-related issues in
rubber-producing countries and the contribution of the rubber sector to the
Sustainable Development Goals

—

Stimulate debate in the area of “sustainable rubber value chain and sustainable
development of the global rubber economy”

The research paper should cover a relevant topic related to the broader sustainability
framework and sustainable development of the rubber sector. Some ideas for
particular topics could include improving the contribution of the rubber economy to
attaining the Sustainable Development Goals and/or the importance of rubber in social
and economic development. While candidates have freedom to choose their own
topics, provided they are relevant for the rubber sector, preference will be given to
those papers addressing research questions that fall under the IRSG thematic focus.
The thematic focus chosen by IRSG for this year is “How can rubber smallholders
achieve sustainable development through rubber farming”

Eligibility
The #IRSGforResearch is open to all economists and researchers in social sciences
who are in the process of completing a PhD or who have completed their degree in
the last five years and that have proven interest in the area of rubber economics.
The candidate should submit a paper in English which should not exceed 15,000 words.

Selection Panel
The selection panel will comprise two university professors of economics, one editor
of a specialized magazine and two senior officers of the Group, main sponsor, Rubber
Focus & Research organisation.
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Award
The winner of the award will be presented with SGD3,000. In the case of a co-authored
paper, the prize will be equally divided among authors. An award certificate will be
presented to the winner and the winner essay will be published in specialized
magazines, on the IRSG website and social media channels, in addition to being
circulated among IRSG Member Countries.

Terms
All submissions should be sent to IRSGforResearch@rubberstudy.com not later than
13 December 2019. Submissions should include as separate attachments in PDF format:
 The paper
 The curriculum vitae of the author(s), specifying:
Current affiliation(s)
 The academic institution awarding the PhD and the year (or expected year) of
completion of the degree.
 The date of birth of the author(s)
Results will be announced on 2nd March 2020.

Only papers tailored to address the specific research topics relevant to the IRSG
will be considered by the selection panel.
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Main Sponsor
R1 is the market leader in the value chain management of Natural Rubber; offering a
plethora of grades from diverse originations, to its customers globally; addressing their raw
material needs in natural & synthetic rubbers and creating value through its risk
management solutions. R1 is positioned as a single-stop solution to the rubber industry’s
raw material requirements.
R1 is a cohesively integrated, manager of the rubber value chain, with its involvement and value
addition throughout the continuum, carving a unique blend of professional competence to deliver
the requirements and concerns of the rubber industry to exceed expectations. We deal in all kinds
of natural and synthetic rubbers from global originations. We extend our professional risk
management expertise through the value chain, thereby creating an unparalleled niche and value
in tangible terms, to both our suppliers and consumers.
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